ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

55
Bacterial resistance has rendered antibiotics ineffective against many infectious diseases 56 that were previously curable. Attempts to cope with emergent resistance have stimulated 57 the search for new targets and tools with which to probe them. Autolysis is a major 58 mechanism by which antibiotics exert their bactericidal effect; however, autolysis, as a 59 target for screening to discover new anti-infective agents has been neglected. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
105
Strains. Bacterial strains used in this work are listed in Table 1 . The rationale for this procedure is based on the use of a recombinant B. subtilis strain SH- target. In the studies described above, we report the development of a screen based 232 disruption of the cell membrane, which, in turn, triggers autolysis.
234
The diversity of compounds we have studied that induce autolysis, summarized in In its mot recent form, the screen we have developed has two major objectives: (a) the 249 discovery of probes that will be useful in forward and reverse genetic studies of autolysis Gold HS, Unal S, Cercenado E, Thauvin-Eliopoulos C, Eliopoulos GM, 
